NOAA Lesson Learned Form

Facﬂlty / Shlp : Date: JUIy 19, 2006

Geographical Location

Dutch Harbor, Alaska

Conditions (i.e. traffic, weather, seas, DAS prior)

Shifting piers in the local area during a week long port call. Weather benign, no traffic.

Incident

Utility boat XXX capsized while being towed alongside XXX on a sea painter. One officer
was aboard. He was wearing flotation and was not injured.

Cause

Proximate cause was the use of a stern line, rigged outboard to the boat from a high
angle. Contributing causes were lack of directional stability of the boat (which is a jet
drive, so has has no rudder or outdrive skeg), and excessive towing speed of
approximately 6 kts. The boat sheared away from the ship, and the stern line created a
tripping moment.

Damage.

Wiring harness and all electronics will need to be replaced. A section of aluminum stern
railing also needs to be replaced. Ballpark estimate, $10K.

Lesson

The use of an stern line, rigged outboard and at a high angle, is dangerous. Boats of this
type (jet drive w/out rudder) are not well suited tow towing.

Options to Change Operational Practice

Will no longer tow XXX alongside, if avoidable. If it becomes necessary, will not use a
stern line for the duration of the tow.
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